Reading a Research Paper
Please read the Sandstrom paper.  You should not expect to understand the paper fully.  However, you should be able to get some useful information from the paper.

I. The Rules of Scientific Writing

We will use Sandstrom as an example for the structure of scientific research papers.  Here are some questions to guide your study.

1. How is the paper divided into sections?  List each section and its purpose.

2. What are the elements of scientific writing style:

a. 1st person or 3rd person?

b. present tense or past tense?

c. personal or impersonal?

d. active (We placed the aphids on a plant) or passive (The aphids were placed on a plant.)

3. What are the rules that the author follows for

a. presenting tabular data?

b. presenting graphical data?

c. organizing the references?

d. referring to the tables, figures, and references in the text of the paper?

Do this reading by Wednesday morning.  Do the second part by Friday morning.

II. Reading for Content
Write a 1-page review of the paper, answering these questions:

1. What is the aim of the research?

2. What are the questions and or hypotheses used to guide the research?

3. What methods were used for the research?

4. What were the principal results of the research?

5. What conclusions does the author draw from the research?
